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TJio Steel Strike
Instead ot being improed the pros-

pects
¬

for an early and peaceable settle-

ment
¬

of the steel strike jesterday ap ¬

pealed mora gloomy than ever Al ¬

though there was then no official con-

firmation

¬

of the fact it was generally
believed In Pittsburg that the Execu ¬

tive Board of the Amalgamated Asso ¬

ciation had iiatly refused to ratify the
tentative peace agreement made be¬

tween Mr J I Morgan and President
Shaffer In New York last Saturday
3IatJers at the close of the day vv ere in

a condition of deadlock and serave
fears were entertained that a bitter
labor war could not be averted

The situation is rendered more se

ritus by the alleged decision of the
American Federation of Labor to take a
band in the struggle aird to order out
all of its members in the employ of
the Steel Trust in case the strike shall
not be tetiled and called off before the
end of the present week That would
mean row and grave complications and
perhaps finally might result in sym-

pathetic
¬

strikes or workers in tru3t
plants generally

Senator Hanna is said to be work ¬

ing hard In an effort to bring about
an accommodation but as far as is
known the views of the opposing in-

terests
¬

are so far apart that there does
not seem to be much encouragement
to expect that the attempted mediation
will be fruitful of good results It is
unnecessary to ay that the Adminis-

tration
¬

is In a state of great perturba-
tion

¬

over the current condition of af¬

fair A bitter and violent war between
tbe Steel Trust and its men which
easily might spread and Involve other
trusts and industries would be a stag
gerirg blow to the business interests
and the prosperity of the country
Moreover one of its first results might
be to turn the trust party out of office

In Ohio where the labor unions are
strong well organized and might hold
the balance o power In the approach-
ing

¬

State elections In the event of
open violence the Republican govern-
ment

¬

of Ohio would be bound to stand
by Its trust bosses That would be
equally true of Pennsylvania and the
national organization very likely might
suffer again as it did In the Presiden
tial election following- - the Homestead
strike and tragedy

So there Is every reason why Mr
Hanna and his Administration associ-
ates

¬

should move heaven and earth to
restore normal industrial conditions
Should they and others fall their posi-

tion
¬

will be a dangerous one politically
The trusts will compel the national and
State governments which they con-

trol
¬

to stand by the Morgan combina-
tion

¬

and protect it while it resumes
production with non union labor That
would array the labor element against
the Republican party and might prove
the cause of its undoing Some time
todav possibly through our late de ¬

spatches this morning light may be
thrown on the matter that has not been
given us hitherto The whole country
is waiting anxiously for the definite out-
come

¬

of the Pittsburg conference

Where the Trade Xlillmicc Goes
Almost continually the question is be ¬

ing raised as to what becomes of the
enormous trade balances In our favor
East j ear thisbalance was more than
six hundred million dollars and during
the last five jears our exports have
exceeded our imports in the sum of two
billion six hundred million dollars an
average of more than halfa billion an-
nually

¬

And all of this time we have
been parting with fully as much specie
ns we have received so that upon the
face of our trade reports it looks as if
we had given away two and a half
billion dollars worth of goods Of
course we have done nothing of the
kind Tor every dollars worth of Amer ¬

ican products sent abroad we have re-

ceived
¬

an equivalent in some way and
the query is How

A specilic and detailed answer is
quite impossible but it is not hard to
answer the question in a general way
In the first plaee we must understand
that live years ago Europe had de-

mands
¬

against us that were estimated
all the way from five to eight billions
of dollars Here again exact figures
are not attainable for much of these
foreign demands consisted of

In American business enterprises
of which no rc ords are kept and of
the demands which were in the form
of debts pioper the records were very
Imperfect But it is known that the
aggregate of the foreign demands was
very large and they created heavy In ¬

terest and dividend charges to be met
annually In addition to these may be
neniioned the freight bills paid to for-
eign

¬

shipowners and the expenses of
American travelers abroad TliefC two
Items alone have been estimated as
high as two hundred million dollars an-

nually
¬

although they may be consid ¬

erably less
It is clear that if Kuropean demands

against us called for six per cent an-
nually

¬

either In interest or dividends
It wfJuld leave very little of our trade
bilanc- - to apply on the principal nut
there no doubt are many foreign In-

vestments
¬

In this country that pay lit-

tle
¬

or nothing and the average rate of
Interest on loans and securities can
scarcely be more than four per rent
Hence there can be no doubt that heavy
payments have been made upon our
debt abroad and that as a result large
blocks of American securities have been
returned to this country We might
stop right here with the problem solved
In a general way but there are othr
Interesting points to be considered

As already suggested there Is a great

deal of foreign capital Invested in
American business enterprises It Is
not to be supposed though that Eu-

rope
¬

ever sent over here thousands of
millions of dollars In nionej Such in ¬

vestments have In fact been compara-
tively

¬

small But beginning away back
thirty or forty jears ago they have
grown steadVey by the reinvestment of
profits This Is conclusively shown by
the circumstance that between 1S69

and 1S92 we exported thousands of mil-

lion
¬

i of dollars moremerchandlse than
we imported and at the same time
sent away hundreds of millions more
in specie than we received It follows
therefore that this portion of the for-

eign
¬

demand against us raw never be
lifted or even mateiially diminished
We may buy back stocks and bonds and
pay off obligations that are In the form
of actual debts but there is no way of
obliging foreigners to withdraw their
investments In mines mills and other
business enterprises

The most we tan do on this score Is
to find foreign investments for our ow n
capital that cannot be profitably in-

vested
¬

here All such investments will
stand as offsets to the foreign capital
placed in this country so that if the
time should ever come when our Invest-
ments

¬

abroad equaled foreign invest-
ments

¬

here the account would be bal-

anced
¬

and we could consider ourselves
out of debt so far as these demands
are concerned Already we have done
something on this line As Is well
known considerable portions of the re-

cent
¬

British German and Swedish
loans were placed in the United States
If present conditions continue there
is no doubt that our loans to Europe
will steadily increase for New- - York
is even now one of the worlds greatest
money --entres if not actually the
greatest Certain it is that at this time
New York can spare more gold with
lefs strain or danger than can London
Prls or Berlin

But we cannot expect any great
movements of specie either way That
will be prevented by the economic laws
which govern the distribution of money
We cannot take muci specie from Eu
rope without creating conditions there
that w ill at once check the outliow and
Europe cannot take very much from
us without giving iise to similar con-

ditions
¬

here
Prof Bulloclr of Williams Col- -

lege In an article published in the
North American Review estimates

that we now have eight hundred mil-

lion
¬

dollars to our credit in Europe un ¬

settled The correctness of tills esti
mate maywell be doubted But how ¬

ever It may be it Is a moral and finan-
cial

¬

certainty that we shall never get
eight hundred million dollars in cash
out of Eurppes present stock of money
Such a draft even If spread over the
next five jears would virtually par
alvze European Industry and probably
wipe out our trade balance entirely for
Europe would be unable to buy our
goods

Tin- - Baltic That Sampson Avoided
As a doctor of applied criticism

Sampson needs to remember the admo-
nition

¬

r Physician heel thyself He
should be indeed well heeled when the
time comes for him to defend his thesis
that everything done by Admiral Schley
in the Cuban campaign was wrong and
everything done by himself was right
It is true that he has the Navigation
Bureau conspiracy and the good will
and aid of the Administration behind
him but that does not quite make him
omnipotent for the ascertained facts
and the truth are against and w ill con-

found
¬

him The seventh article of the
precept Issued for the guidance of the
Court of Enquiry directs It to ascer-
tain

Whether jar not every effort incumbent upon
the coramandin officer ot a fleet under such
circumstances nas made to capture or dcttroy
the tpanbb cruiser Colon as fhc lay at anchor
m the entrance to antiago Harbor May 27 to
31 inclusive and the neiessit for or ailiisa
bilkr o enjrairinir the batteries at the entrance
to Slntiajro Harbor and the Spanish vessels at
anchor withm the entrance to wid harbor at
the ranges used and the propriety of Com ¬

modore Sibleys conduct in the premls
It will not be difficult to determine the

question of the propriety of Commo-
dore

¬

Schleys conduct in the premises
Pursuant to the orders of the Nav y De-

partment
¬

the record shows that on the
l aflernoon of May 31 1808 he made a

reconnoissance o he harbor moutli in
order to develop the fact that Cer
veras squadron was inside If possible
to ascertain Its strength and that of
the land batteries and to inflict dam-
age

¬

on the Cristobal Colon If sho should
be found barring the entrance as had
been reported Commodore Schley ef-

fected
¬

the movement and ran in close
enough to learn that Cerv eras ships
were In the inner harbor sheltered be- -

r htnd an island and out of the effective
reach of his guns For failing to dis-

cover
¬

the taemy In a position more
favorable for action Sampson has se
v erely criticised the Victor of Santiago
Judging from appearances Sampson
has resented every failure to save him
from the possibility of hav Ing to engage
Cerv era himself

As we have stated the reconnoissance
made by Commodore Schley occurred
on May 31 On the next morning at
C oclock of June 1 Sampson appeared
on the scene The latter in his oliiclil
report of the campaign sajs that im ¬

mediate after his arrival I steamed
down past the entrance to Santiago
Harbor and saw lying close within the
Cristobal Colon and one of the Vlzcaya
class Both of these got up bteam and
moved up Into the harbor out of sight
The natural Inference from this state-
ment

¬

Is and no doubt was Intended to
be that the two enemy vessels retired
so quickly that Sampson did not have
time to fire on them There Is appar-
ently

¬

Incontrovertible evidence that he
had plenty of time to attack them and
utterly and amazingly omitted to avail
hfihself of the opportunity The log of
the Colon tells the story It Is therein
written

Four to eight a m June 1 The enemys
fiquailron in wglit pawing the mouth of the
lutrbor from cat to unit afterward from west
to east at a ercat distance and bejond range
of our euns thcyppear to have been

bj ecveral vessel At nine a in tnt
men to coal tbe Furore At twenty minutes
piA t ten a in by order of the commandant gen
eral of the vpiadron cast on the spring At
twent flve minutes to eliviD a ro got under
way and under direction of the commanding of-

ficer
¬

cast to NUorltoard and under slow pecd
ased betweenvlunta Gorda and the bow of the

Ofpirndo Directed our course into the Inner
harbor until ten minutes to twelve a m at
which time wc caine to anclior

The above excerpt from the leg of the
Colon shows that Instead of running
away Instantly at the sight of Samp ¬

sons flagship with its train of
the Spaniards waited for

four hours and twenty minutes before
moving out of what would have been
the range of his guns if the New York
had been as near the harbor mouth as
his report would make the country be-

lieve
¬

On the fcee of the recotd he is
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shown to have Ignored a golden chance
to put at least one of the two Spanish
ships In sight out of action In like
ciicumstances if Commodore Schley
had refrained from taking the risk of
battle Sampson would have had him
court martialed bejond anj question
It Is too la to to give the Matnnzas mule
slaver a dose of that medicine Per-
haps

¬

fortunately for him he is now

safe under the naval statute of limita-
tions

¬

but that fact will not In any
way affect the verdict of the country
in the matter of his conduct If article
seven of the precept had been framed
as a specification upon which to try
Sampson for his refusal of action on
June 1 18DS Its language could hardly
be improved to fit the case

Conl null Oil
There has been much discussion ot

late bearing upon the relative efficiency
of coal and mineral oil as fuel and as
given to the public ihe weight of opin-

ion

¬

seems to favor oil It is stated very
positively that in propo tlon to cost
oil will produce considerably more heat
than coal which Is of course a very
important point Oil also has the ad ¬

vantage in its smaller bulk and weight
an item of significance in certain cases
If a given quantity of oil will produce
more heat than the same quantity ot
coal and do it more cheaply it would
seem to follow naturally that a greater
absolute amount of heat can be gener-

ated
¬

with oil than with ioal provided
the oil an be so handled practically
that its power can be fully utilized
There seems to bj no reason to doubt
that proper appliances can be devised
for the most effectual use of the oil
and it now looks as If its use as fuel
is certain to be largely increased in the
near future

In connection with the recent sugges ¬

tion ot the possibility of steamers that
can cross the Atlai tic In four das
and even in three it has been claimed
that the use of oil as fuel will be a
most efficient aid in increasing the
speed of the vessels the oil being both
lighter and of greater heat producing
power than the coal There may be a
good deal in this and probably thc e
are many other wajs In which the oil
can be advantageously used But all
this may take place without anything
like a complete or even material sup-
planting

¬

ot coaL
In the first place no one can tell how

much oil can be obtained or how long
it will last It is much easier at least
It has thus far proved so to ascertain
the approximate extent of the coal
measures than It has been satisfacto-
rily

¬

to determine the quantity of oil
in the known oil fields Some ot tho
most copious gushers may give out en ¬

tirely or greatly reduce their flow
Then it must be remembered that the
use of fuel Is Increasing at an extra-
ordinary

¬

rate and --ivlll continue to do
so with the rapid advance of industry
It Is not in the least Improbable that
twenty five or at the latest fifty years
hence the consumption of fuel will be
double what it is now so that if we
could coynt on a full supply of till for
all present fuel requirements which of
course we cannot there would still
have to be a tremendous Increase to
kegp pace with the ever growing re-
quirements

¬

of the world

Alnericnn Slnsrern Alirond
The New York Sun publishes an

article of considerable length on the
experience of an American girl who
was Induced to go abroad to study for
the operatic stage and a3 her experi-
ence

¬

Is that of a good many other
young men and women who have gone
to Europe to study art of some kind It
is worthy of attention Briefly she had
a good voice and was flattered into
supposing it considerably better than
It was Through the united efforts of
relatives ariB friends she was sent to
Paris for the development of her talent
suppoing that this would tike two or
three jears at jnost AVhen she ar-
rived

¬

there she found students who
had been at work for six years and
were still unable to get pajing engage-
ments

¬

though their voices were quite
as good as hers After staying till
most of her money was gone she was
compelled to come home and make her
living as a music teacher and singer in
church choirs as she probably could
have done without any European
study

Stories of this kind open a question
which Is not very easy to settle Amer ¬

icans have been accused of being ama-
teurish

¬

depending more on natural
ability than on training but when the
natural ability exists and the thor-
ough

¬

training is unattainable what is
to be dono Is every girl who has
musical talent to refrain from plajing
or hinging at all unless she has such
genius as will warrant her studying in
the oest European schools Is every
jouth who can paint more or less to
give up tne Idea of making that his
profession unless he can go to Paris
and study ten years And what 13 to
be done with those who have latent
which might Improve immensely with
cultivation but who cannot afford the
cultivation This talent is likely to be
found in some country village where
there is nobody fit to Judge of its ac-
tual

¬

worth Which risk is the worst
that of encouraging mediocrity or dis-
couraging

¬

genuine ability
It is impossible to decide this ques ¬

tion by any arbitrary rule It will
eventually hive to decide itself At
present optimistic people should be
very cautious about suggesting to poor
but talented joung people thit they
pught to study In Europe There are
about nine chances out of ten that
such an experience will only unfit
them for the only life they can enjoy
w Ithout doing them any good vv hat
ever It is no kindness to try to force
the development of a talent that does
not exist There are many girls whose
voices though not equal to the de ¬

mands of grand opera are capable of
giving great even intense pleasure to
their friends and relatives and per¬

haps possess really artistic possibilities
In a smaller way While high art un-
questionably

¬

demands great sicrllices
and many jears of strenuous toll tlere
is such a thing as nnuirtlstic amateur
performance which will give pleasure
not only to people who have never seen
anything better but to those who have
What we need is a spirit of devotion
to true art not necessarily In the form
of grand opera symphony concerts
Shakespearean productions or paint ¬

ings for the Salon but in utilizing the
material at hand There is no sense
in overlooking the possibilities of origi-
nal

¬

American work in order to get a
bad Imitation of Emopean art If the
talent of the American is mediocre let
him use It In plays songs nni forms
of art which will not strain his ablll- -

ties it it Is so grenf as Jo omouwno
genius he will find plenty of aveniios
for it without expatriating himserf The
widest American painter is lie who
makes his jears of study In Paris a
stepping stone on which he may attain
to the depletion of subjects whMi no
European could handle as well The
wisest musician is hew ho studies ti ch
nlque in the best schools and then sets
about utilizing his knowledge In tome
wa which will not lie nn Imitation of
either Wagner or Verdi

It should not be assumed that medi-
ocre

¬

talent Is wasted because It Is not
genius When artistic feeling exists
even undeveloped In the most obscure
hamlet it will have its Influence on
the people of that place Because some
woman with true feeling for color
made her home beautiful and took
charge of esthetic arrangements at
every village festival some dreaming
child may be led thereby to take the
first steps on the road to a great suc-

cess
¬

Becacse some farmer or wheel ¬

wright loving music above all things
manages by hard labor to organise a
company of musicians of local fame
the foundations are laid for the work cf
some genltfs yet unborn It Is not w Ue
to discourage aspiration of any kind
but neither Is it wise to convince the
aspiring one that his or her talents are
being absolutely wasted by not being
trained In European schools

The War Depirtment It Is said has
notified Captain Schley of the army that
his recent published interview relating to
the Sampson seindah ana tho Court of

j Enquiry asked for by Admiral Schley
was contrarj to propriety and tho regul-

ations
¬

It certainly was Indiscreet Allow-
ance

¬

should be made for the exasperation
nntlirnl In n mart In fontflln QM twvbI

tion In view of the deliberate and brutal
attempts of a navy clique to ruin his
father Dut if he wants to be of service
to the Victor of Sntiago the best thing
lie can do will be to observe strict silence
We do not blame th Secretary of War
for reminding him that it Is his duty to
do jy

Major Jilack of McKecsport Is earn-
ing

¬

out his threat against immigrating
non union men A stranger who stated
that he had come from Ohio to work In
one of the trust mills was arrested as a
vagrant and given his choice of leaving
the town or going to the workhouse for
thirty days One would think that things
were getting warm In that part of Penn-
sylvania

¬

Although no longer Acting Secretary
Cronninshleld appears to be running the
Navy Department as usual Mr Hacketts
first act on returning to Ills post was to
refuse Admiral Schleys request to have
the objectionable article five of the pre ¬

cept ameuded so as to cure Its outrageous
fault of charging and finding him guilty
of disobedience of orders when the
country Is already aware that such a
charge will not hold If this action is a
sample of what the Crowninshleld-Hack-e- tt

interregnum Is to- - be it Is a fair pre-
sumption

¬

that the petty persecution of
Captain Parker Adrfllral Schleys assist-
ant

¬

counsel which iias astonished and
disgusted the country will be continued
Well some time or other there may be a
day of reckoning

Boxers have beeh placarding Canton
and its vicinity with appeals to the
natives to rise and oxpel the foreigners
Their argument is that if money can lie
raised to piy the demands of the Powers
it might better be used to fight them The
incident is but one pf many of tbe kind
occurring dally in China all tending to
show that a great uprising Is in contem-
plation

¬

and will materialize as soon as
the allied troops are out of tho country

PERSONAL
Tanner of fasting fame now sixty eight

jears old has challenged the brewers of
Denver to a fasting contest Six men are
to drink beer onlj and he Is to drink wa-
ter

¬

The brew ers have agreed to the con-
test

¬

Anders Zorn the famous Swedish artist
threatened as he put it to some day

present one of hlit pictures to the St Louis
Museum of Fine Arts That was w hen he
first visited the- city several jears ago
The othtr daj the picture arrived It Is a

Portrait of Woman and Is valued at
over 000

The Government Indian school which is
under construction at Riverside Cal is to
be known as Sherman Institute in honor
of J S Sherman of Isew York Chairman
of the Congressional Committee on Indian
Affairs

Thomas w Lawson is something of a
fatalist The toss of a coin has deter ¬

mined for him more than one stock trans-
action

¬

He believes that whatever befalls
after a man his done his best Is part
of a grand scheme of the total of human
events He believes in the good luck of
certain numerals the figure 3 or Its mul-
tiples

¬

appear In all his affairs His office
Is at 33 State Street His telephones arc
333 and 3339 respectively His jachts first
sailing test iook piuce on tne 31 ol June
He wears a watch chalrt consisting of 333
gold beads

Perry Belmont has organized his ser
vants at New port into a life saving corps
with the gardener as chief The station
which he has established Is supplied with
a lifeboat bunvs and all the latest ao--
purtenances for getting people out of the
water In a hurry The crew is being drill
ed dally bj- - an instructor

For the first time in its history the
Wisconsin board of unlveridty has a wo
man member D Almah J Frisby hav-
ing

¬

Just been appointed Dr Frlsbj- - was
born in VV est liend Washington County
Wis in 1S57 She received the degree
of M P from Boston University Medi
cal scnool in lkSJ

Governor Geer of Oregon has again
refused the offer of a number of his ad ¬

mirers to buy him an executive mansion
I am too poor to accept it he says I

am living eoinfortablj in the house I rent
and to buy a fine house for me to furnish
would be living too heavy a burden on
my shoulders

Miss Mj ri I Dock ot Harrlsburg Pa
has been appointed by Governor Stone a
member of the State Forestry Commis-
sion

¬

Miss Dock Is a young woman but
she is known in her own State and in Eu-
rope

¬

as an nuthorlty on forestrj and for-
est

¬

preservation
Emperor Francis Joseph his forwarded

a generous gift from Vienna to Senora
Concha Mendez the Mexican songstress
on the occasion of her eightieth birthday
After Emperor Maximilian h id been shot
and Empress Carlotta had gone insane
tho audience at a Mexican theatre called
upon Mendez to sing a song vlllfjing
th m but she cried outt No I shall not
vilify the deid andi the unhappj- - and a
hush fell upon thai house The Incident
Is recalled In connection with the gift

Monslgnor Farsaglio llavona an Arch
blfhop of the hierarchy and Apostolic
Di legate to the Republics of Peru and
Ecuador is in New York as a guest ot
Archbishop Corrlgan He Is on his way
to Soutli America to take up the duties
of his oillce It Is nis first visit to this
countrj- -

The Russian General Bobukow who
was recently recalled from the post of
Governor General of Finland Is one of
the most unpopular men in the dominions
of the Czar It was not by service In
war but by intrigue subserviency and a
selfishness beyond all description that he
managed to reach the rank of major gen-
eral

¬

Count Tolstoy is keenly skeptlcil of
phjslcians When ho learned of tho dia ¬

metrically opposite views of Ills case
taken by the doctors he said You ex-

cellent
¬

people know everything that medi-
cine

¬

teaches but medicine Itself knows
nothing

A rather unusual Incident lias Just oc-

curred
¬

In LaGrange Ga where Judge
Frank I Longley retired from the bench
of the city court and was succeeded by
his father Judge Trank M Longiej

FOREIGN TOPICS
A German statistician his figured that

the Christian era will be 1muuO000
minutes old Soon that is comparative ¬

ly speiklng It will seem to most people
pcrhips that since the Christian era the
clock ought to have been round more
than X7Cu00W times but as a matter of
fact we shill havo to wait nearly two
ard a half jears before the first milliard
of minutes is completed

When the twentieth century dawned on
the world the number of minutes which
had elapsed t lncc the beplnning of theyear IAD was WSeiOOX and we shall
celebrate the thous ind millionth minuteat tho end of April 13

In ancient tlrres Norway was covered
with van tracts ol forests of which the
presence of extensive peat bogs gives evi ¬

dence bat In consequence ot forest fires
and an Irrational forestry the area has
been greatly reduced and tho country im-

poverish
¬

d in proportion Legislative
measures are now- - being taken tc prevent
a destruction of the forests which are
still of great importance In 19 Norway
exported timber and wood pulp mutches
etc for upward of ai00w kroner The
values of the exportation nf ftsh products
the same year were 310iui kroner

S3o WO and of agricultural products
about 5W 000 kroner 1 JoOOii The total
value Of all Norwegian exports in ISO
was 151000000 kroner JiOWSOOO

Twelve vessels on the European line of
the Nippon Ysen Kalsha tho great Jap ¬

anese steamship company aro com ¬

manded bj foreigners Of the six vessels
on the American Lino five are commanded
bj- - foreigners Tho three vessels on the
Australian Lino aro commanded by for-
eigners

¬

and the three vessels of the Tojo
Klsen Kalshi are commanded by foreign-
ers

¬

If all tho foreigners serving in the
Japanese mercantile marine as masters
mates and engineers were counted the
total would not be far short of 300

Two small diamonds have recently been
found In the blue Iajer of the district of
Glbeon In German Southwest Africa and
have been sent to the Government

A company for the exploitation of the
Glbeon dlimond and copper concession
which wasgiven to r Goring and his
partners is being formed A mining ex¬

pert has left Berlin for tho colony to
ascertain the space cov ered bj- - tho mines
in question

The Germans are about to establish a
station in New lomerania German New
Guinea and several mining concessions
for the neighboring districts have been
granted to the Berlin Discount Company
bjndicate which is about to send an ex ¬

pedition to that colony Four more cocoa
plantations have been laid out by Dr
Ksser in the German Camercons

Despite extraordinary efforts to decry
American locomotives the Paris Lyons
and Marseilles Railway has just received
at Its yards In Aries flftjO Baldwin loco ¬

motives The officials of the companv
admit that the American locomotives are
the best made despite contrarj-- reports
from England and rival builders in
France

Several months ago Mr Pellesler the
engineer of tho great system went to the
United States In search of engines that
would reducd the running time of the pas-
senger

¬

trains betwevi Paris and Mar-
seilles

¬

from thirteen to ten hours It is
admitted that neither France nor England
produces a locomotive that can do this
every day and stand the strain

M Pellesler and other officials of the
road say thej decided upon the American
locomotives because of their undoubted
fast trav eling power The trifling question
of aadiuonai coal ana repairs was urusnea
aside to meet the demand for reduced
time

A most Interesting discovery has been
mide In the Fife coal pit In Scotland
During operations by the Wemjss Coal
Company at an old disused pit at the
Blair Burn in order to prevent flooding
the overmen this week discovered a large
number of miners tools such as were
used some 300 jears ago lhe shovels are
all made of wood some of them being as
good as the daj they were made the
picks and mells are iron the pinches are
wood with Iron points One of the gentle ¬

men stated that there are huge blocks of
coal lying about all cut out with the pick
so large as to puzzle the present day col-
lier

¬

how the old miners accomplished the
task of cutting them out the pick han-
dles

¬

are of great thickness approaching
almost to the thickness of props used
for supporting the roof at the present
time There is a tradition that the old
mine was flooded causing the death of
nun of the miners and the condition of
the mine and tho fact of so many aools
lying about tho seams point to the truth
of the story

A curious circumstance hi connection
with the abnormal number of cases of
typhoid fever with which the Irish city
of Belfast has been scourged for so many
jears is brought out In the annual report
of Dr Whltaker the medical superintend-
ent

¬

The disease does not chiefly flourish
It seems as might be expected in the
oldest slums of the city where the soil
is most polluted and the sanitarj arrange
ments most defective On the contrary
it is most prevalent in certain districts
where the houses have been erected in
recent j ears and are in good sanitary con-
dition

¬

situated on good soil and set out
in wide alrj-- streets Whj-- this should be
so the medical superintendent does not
attempt to explain The suggestion has
been made that the solution of the mys¬

tery Is to be found In the fact that tho
newer houses have been built with mortar
mado with sand from tho shore of tho
lough which has been polluted with thosewage of the city The sanitary scien¬

tists are Inclined to disparage this theorj
but thUB far have not settled up n any
other Meanwhile tjphold continues
prevalent to an alarming degree and tho
health authorities ore apparentlj quite
unable to cope with It

Cxtraordlnarj- - precautions are to be
taken at the coming coronation of King
Edward VII against vandalism In historic
Westminster Abbey

In accordance with precedent the
church will be for many previous weeks
handed over to the tender mercies of the
office of works It is to be hoped that
the treatment which the venerable build-
ing

¬

received at the hands of its temporarj
custodians at the time of Queen Victorias
Hrst Jubilee will not be repeated

On that occasion sufficient supervision
wasjiot exercised to prevent damage to
th building and its priceless contents and
an Investigation of the subsequent state
of the abbey revealed some unwelcome
facts

One of tho finest medieval monuments In
existence the tomb of Avellne Countess
of Lancaster was much damaged the
drapery of its carved recumbent efllgj be-
ing

¬

b icily fractured Various parts of
Hcnrj Ills architectural work In the apse
bore marks of rough usage apparently
from scaffolding and hobnailed boots

Absolutely Inexcusable was the wanton
injur done to the old mosaic pavement In
front of the altar which Abbot Ware
brought from Rome Being left entirely
exposed It was smashed In many places
clileflj by tools and other heavy articles
bting flung down upon It from a height

The most exasperating because delib-
erate piece of havoc was that to which
the coronation chair was subjected An
upholsterers workman was one morning
let loose upon It with a bottle of French
polish and the beautiful grcj-- hue which
six centuries had Imparted to the old
woodwork was in as many minutes ex ¬

changed for a spick und span brown
suggestlv c of the up to date products of
Tottenham Court Road

The ch llr had been specially valued
among antiquaries for the remains of Its
original and elaborato ornamentation in
gilt gtsso the whole of which was ruth ¬

lessly obliterated At the coming cere
moii the chair will be covered over with
cloth of gold

The death rate in Norway is tho small-
est

¬

of an nation In the world less than
14 to 1000 of the population last
j ear which Is owlrg to the atmosphere
and the temperate lives of the people
There used to bo a great deal of drunken-
ness

¬

In 1833 the consumption of raw
spirits was twenty eight quarts per capita
of the entire population but by the enact-
ment

¬

of restrictive laws this has been re-

duced
¬

until the Norwegians aro now one
of the most temperate peoples In Europe
and poverty crine and dNease are great
lj diminished

DR KOCHS USEFUL CAREER

Although Dr Koch Ins been before the
public but a few jars he has created
more discussion among scientists than
any other man of his time Even the
shortest of memories will hardly have
forgotten the commotion excited no less
In the medical profession than In the gen-
eral

¬

public by tbe announcement made at
the beginning of IS90 that Dr Koch hid
discovered a cure for consumption Up
to then the name of the German bacteriol-
ogist

¬

had been known only to savants
But he hid held for some jears an im-
portant

¬

Government post and had been
employed in hygienic inv estlgitlons He
published lr 1SS3 tho result of hU re¬

searches upon tuberculosis which fol-
lowing

¬

upon the discovery- - of VlUerola a
French army surgeon he proved to be
due to a microbe seen under the mlcro
scopo to be a tiny rod bacillus or thread
Tho microbe becomes implanted In the tis ¬

sues of the body which in consequence
becomes unhealthy and tuberculosis Is
set up

It was claimed for Dr Koch- that he
had discovered not only tho bacillus of
phthisis but also a specific agent which
could arre3t tho action and cure tubercu ¬

losis Dr Koch kept strict silence on the
origin and composition of his remedy
until its cfacacy could bo substantiated
by experiments but without awaiting
thl verlticatLui consumptives flocked to
his laboratory from all parts ot Europe
The German Government threw the cloak
ot official authority over the discovery
and the greatest curiosity was aroused
for obtaining the precious Ij mph and
testing its curative powers The result
was at first disappointing and though It
was defended bj- - Vlrchow and others a
commission ot doctors from tho Paris
hospitals reported in far from favorable
terms In America a strong controversy
was aroused Several patients after in-

oculation
¬

with the lymph died and prom-
inent

¬

medical men after observing Its
operation advised against Its use or
urged great caution in Its application
Like the University of Bonn Philadelphia
abandoned Its use

Dr Koch was moreover severely at¬

tacked for the restrictions put upon the
supply ot the lymph 4tnd Its exploitation
as an article ot commerce and he was
compelled to defend himself which h
did In u paper on tuberculine published in
October 1WI when ho defined its scope
and treatment in gereral practice- the
use of tuberculin has been gradually ex ¬

tending of late jears and recent statis-
tics

¬
appear to show that tho curative

properties of the remedy are greater than
was concluded immediately after its in¬

troduction
Since then Dr Koch who U a profes-

sor
¬

in and director of tho Institute Of
Hjglene in Berlin has made other Im ¬

portant discoveries As far back as liSt
ne hid received special honors in Ger-
many

¬

in connection with his Investiga ¬

tion of the cholera germ upon which he
made a memorable report to Bismarck
He was sent to South Africa in 1SS6 and
signalized his visit by Instituting a treat-
ment

¬

by which cattle may be rendered
Immune from rinderpest by means of a
mixture of serum and rinderpest blood

Later he was despatched to Bombay to
study the plague and an expedition to
New Guinea followed During the latter
he claimed that ha made a discovery for
the treatment of malaria His official re
port Upon this was made known last Oc-

tober
¬

POLITICAL COMMENT
In following up an alleged conspiracy

agiinst his life the Sultan has ordered
tho arrest of twenty seven persons It
looks as if the Turks trust Important
secrets to too many accessories Cleve
land Plain Dealer

Admiral Schley it seems has a son a
captain in the army The admiral ought
to send the captain a message like that
which Senator Quay sent to a candidate
for Governor of Pennsylvania on one oc-
casion

¬

It wast Dear Beaver don t
talk Indianapolis News

One of the things that should not startle
tho country would be an attempt of the
BotonHome Market CIud to read Presi ¬

dent McKInley out of tho Republican
partjv Detroit Free Press

Germanys new tariff bill appears to
have an extra rail at every pair of bars
where goods from the United States de-
sire

¬

to get In Boston Herald
The truth Is the Philippines are slm

plj held by the rifle and cannon and
when our troops are removed from any
point the Filipinos will at once make trou-
ble

¬

New Orleans States
The garment makers strike in New

York makes a rent in the lbor market
Atlanta Constitution

Manila evidently doesnt relish tho pros¬

pect of becoming a seedfid citj pf Wash-
ington

¬

a capital perhaps but a nonenti-
ty

¬

politically Not so very strange after
all Boston Globe

The news from China that the Tsung
LI Yamen Is to be succeeded by the Wei
Wu Pi gives a new twist to the query

Whats in a immer New York World
Before rid of the trouble In the Trans ¬

vaal England Is advised that another mu-
tiny

¬

in India maj- - be looked for at any
time The indications are that Edward
the VIIs head wont lie anj-- easier than
that of some of the other rulers who wore
crowns Philadelphia Inquirer

The headquarters of every Democrat
from now on should be in the saddleT
Better and brighter daj s are about to
dawn victory is no longer impossible or
far distant Success Is within our grasp
hut to bring about the restoration of the
partj of the people we must work work
work Albany Argus

It appears from the evidence that we
havo a Postmaster General who knows
the difference between second class mall
matter and a load of junk Chicago
New s

They talk about the decadence of Great
Britain But last night the House of
Commons bj-- a v ote of 150 to 44 adopted a
resolution authorizing tho expenditure of
Jioowouo tor a iacinc came to connect
Australia with Canada A decadent na
tion does not elo such things as that
Hartford Times

The zeal and success with which Federal
officials have proceeded against Carter
finds a curious foil In the utter Inability
of the Government to bring to justice the
contractors --7ho were the head and front
of the conspiracy and the chief recipients
of its profits Philadelphia Record

The Spanish officers who may come o cr
to testify before the naval Court of En ¬

quiry will be treated to a strange specta-
cle

¬

Then thej will be able to meet some
of the official heroes of the Navy Depart-
ment

¬

who were anchored securely to their
desks while tho war with Spain was la
progress Philadelphia Times

It does not sound pleasant to heir that
people in Manila are complaining that tho
city had more self rule under the Span
lards than it will havo under the plan
proposed bj- - the United States The case
or Washington is to bo looked on as an
exception rather than a model Buffalo
Express

DECAYING FUVNCK

Navlgition in the air and navigation
under water are the two most interesting
problems in transportation It Is strange
that the only nation which Is making
progress In these directions is France

decajing Trance retrograde France
For the moment tho news of Frances

Intelligent and splendid activities has si ¬

lenced those who are so fond of telling
how melancholy is her plight And it
may be possible to get a hearing for the
truth

Trance Is tho only great nation In Eu-

rope
¬

thnt his had the sttcngth of mind
nnd of purpose to establish a republican
form ot government It Is the onlj- - na-
tion

¬

on earth which his itiade success ¬

ful nttempts to solve tho problem of the
unequal distribution of wealth bised up-
on

¬

the unequal distribution of kind Its
percentage or pauperism Is the lowest In
Europe its percentage of Individual effi ¬

ciency In production is tno highest among
the great nations It has solved the prob-
lem

¬

ot the keeping of population within
tho means of subsistence It Is so hippj
nsH home that its people do not emigrate

Sfference of language tho lies of

eascd Irench writers ought not to pre¬

vent us from recognizing the truth about
pur great and civilized godmother New
York World

T

CONTROL OP STATE INSTITUTIONS

The new Mi nsota law creating a
Board of Control of State Institutions
and abolishing th State Board of Cor-
rections

¬

and Charities illustrates an ad¬

ministrative pollcv that Is gaining favor
In the central West Thnt policy Involves
the application of the community ot in
tcrest Idea to Institutional minagement
In the Minnesota board atl authority over
the charitable pni and reformatory In-

stitutions
¬

is concentrated and upon it
comprehensive and almost absolute pow-
ers

¬

of administration arc conferred It
has complete control over the State
Prison the State Reformatory the State
Training School for Boys and Girls and
several hospitals for the insane and the
ttite Institute for DcfectlTr except the
schools for the deaf and the blind It
supersedes the various executive boirds
which have hitherto managed these In-

stitutions
¬

and it also displaces the State
Board of Corrections and Charities
Moreover it exercises financial authority
over the State University the State Nor¬

mal Schools the Stat public schools and
the schools for the deaf and blind In
short practically ail of tho public institu-
tions

¬

of the Commonwealth are combined
Into an administrative trust

The board consists of three members
who subject to senatorial confirmation
are appointed bj the Governor and whose
term of office is six years The annual
salary of cachjnembcr hi J3M0 plus trav
elliur expensT and a bond of 33000 Is
required For cause the Governor may
remove a member and the removal is
final and not subject to judicial review
The board as made up by Governor Van
Sant consists of Silas W Leavett Will-
iam

¬

E Lee and Charles A Morey who
assumed the active discharge of their
duties on August I Tho law prescribes
with grrit detail the fatefns work and
llmltatlonsof the board For Instance
the board Is directed to encourage and
urge the scientific investigation of the
treatment of insanity and epilepsy bj the
medical staffs of the Insane hospitals and
tm Minnesota Institute for Defectives
Upon their stated visits to an institution
the members are required to Inspect
every part of It and all places buildings
and grounds belonging thereto In its
office the board is commanded to havekept the personal record of every Inmate
of each institution under Its jurisdiction
These regulations indicate the true West-ern

¬

fondness for statutory detail
The policy njf the unified management of

DUbliC InStiiUtionS Waa flt f nnnllo In
Wisconsin in 1SS1 when the various ad
ministrative commissions of the Statewere merged into the Board of Super¬

vision The board consisted of six mem-
bers

¬
and they were paid a liberal salary

The State Bo ird or Charities ana Correc-
tions

¬
was retained with the result thatbetween the two boards a large amount

of friction developed The State Board otSupervision contended that the members
of the State Board of Charities and Cor-
rections

¬

were constantly transcending
their legal authority but the contentionwas challenged with the same atior thatIt was advanced The wrangling Inter ¬
fered with efficiency of administration
and in 1S91 the Legislature consolidated
the two boards into a Board of Control
The body has the amplest powers Over
every meraoer ot Btate institutions it has
absolute control except authority to par ¬
don convicts from prison Power to con-
demn

¬

jails to shut up almshouses andtotransfer inmates from one place to an-
other

¬
at its discretion Is vested In it The

entire financial management of Stite in-
stitutions

¬

is delegated to it It author-
izes

¬

all purchases and pays all bills Itappoints the executive heads of Institu-
tions

¬
who in turn select their own sub¬

ordinates but the board establishes the
compensation of alL During the past four
j ears the public institutions of Iowa have
been managed by a board of control and
although the net results of the sjstem
are reported to De fairly satisfactory
charges of financial irregularities In thepurchase of supplies have on one or two
occasions been preferred against the
board The administration of the afTairs
Df the charitable Institutions of Kansas
is Concentratwj In a boarilufcontral lut
the Kansas habit of allowing politics to
dominate Institutional management has
seriously marred the efficiency of the
body The public Institutions of Rhode
Island largely grouped at Cranston are
virtually under the control of the State
Board of Charities but the board does
not have such extensive powers as the
boards of control in Wisconsin and Iowa

The- - fundamental purpose of this plan
of institutional control as embodied la
the Minnesota act Is to secure unifica-
tion

¬

of method and policy A uniform
system of bookkeeping and records must
be adopted as far as practicable and the
law specifically directs the board to apply

the most modern and complete method
of accounts

A ZHEHItY WAR

The war against mosquitoes Is assum ¬

ing an almost ludicrous degree of gravity
j et science has prov ed that mischiefs are
serious in Inverse ratio to their bulk and
that It is better to be punctured la some
places by a clean cutting Mauser or
Krag Jorgensen bullet than to absorb an
unseen but active bacillus The bullet
ends Its work ue once and If it has not
likewise ended the man he Is amenable
to surgery but the bacillus breeds after
her kind and fills the victims blood and
bones and glands and organs and so de-
ranges

¬

his economy that after sundry
months of ache and fever and complaint
nnd the worriment of his familj- - and per-
plexing

¬
of his physicians he giv es up and

allow s the bacillus to hav e her way Then
the bells ring and the choir chants and
the t adstpne is put up And a dreadful
deal of this misdoing they now charge
to the mosquito the anopheles not the
culex If jou would know an anophelel
watch her on her roost If her body tilts
out from her legs at an angle loot out
If she is a culex from the Jersey marshes
and almost anywhere else she will hold
her bodj- - parallel to the wall on which
she is resting or on the hand which she
Is puncturing Whether she Is an ano-
pheles

¬
or a culex have at her with any

available thing a fist a wet cloth agun a puff of cigarette smoke or any
other iwison and leave the determination
of species to scientists who care to dis¬
sect the remains Brooklyn Eagle

A XATIOSAL SCADVL

After many delays suit has been begun
In New York to secure restitution of the
funds embezzled by former Capt O M
Carter UnltedStates Army The amount
involved is large and no doubt the
present possessors of the ill gotten wealth
will resist the claim ot the Government
bj ev try means known In legal procedure

This Carter case has been one of the
most notorious scandals in the military
administration of tho countrj- - It has
attained additional Interest from the
brazen attitude of the chief offender
Captain Carter now- - undergoing Imprison-
ment

¬
In the United States penitentiary

at Leavenworth Kan That he should
fight hard for liberty was natural but
since his conviction he has appealed for
release in thu most impudent manner
provoking from the United States Solic-
itor

¬
General as spicy a reply as was ever

filed at Washington It Is to be hoped
under the circumstances the Government
may recov er ev erj pennv that was stolen
and make an example of all the offenders
that may discourage such practices la
future Pittsburs Dispatch

THU STRENUOUS CAM11IJVTK

There are much bigger men in the Rep-

ublican--ranks than Theodore Roosevelt
There are several men who might be
named whose election would ensure to the
country a mon dignified and statesman-
like

¬

administration than would result
from Roosevelts election But the Re-
publican

¬

party Ira3 no better campaigner
than this same Roosevelt He Is past
master of all the arts of the swashbuck ¬

ler and the charlatan and there Is some-

thing
¬

about his swaggering bravado his
Falstaffian egotism and rattle of horse
pistols that captivates the Western heart
The peopre naturally take to humbus
gery so long as It Is boldlj-- and artisti-
cally

¬

done and Roosevelt can spread it
on with all possible skill and effrontery
With sober thinking men his style and
manner art Intolerable but with the
shock heads of the West and throughput
the nation this gushing swaggering
Rough Rider in long boots and slouch hat
gives an idea of Young America In the
political saddle that appeals with special
force to those of his aga and class Ncv
Orleans States
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